
The Parker Chronicle font is based on the hand of the first scribe
of the oldest manuscript of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, Corpus
Christi College, Cambridge, MS 173, commonly called the “Parker
Chronicle” after Archbishop Matthew Parker (1504–1575), its first
modern owner. The scribe whose work this font imitates wrote the
chronicle’s annals up to the year 892, during the reign of King Al-
fred the Great.

The font makes as few compromises as possible for the sake of
legibility: the lower-case letters i, j, q, r, s, w and z have been ei-
ther introduced or modernized together with a number of capitals
and symbols. However, you can restore authentic medieval letter-
shapes by turning on the OpenType “Historic Forms” feature or (in
Microsoft Word) “Stylistic Set 16.”

In addition, you should always make sure that “Contextual Al-
ternates” and “Standard Ligatures” are turned on when using this
font. Working together, these features automatically vary the
shapes of letters, producing an irregular, hand-made look. In Mi-
crosoftWord, these and otherOpenType features are found on the
“Advanced” tab of the “Font” dialog.

There’s not a lot more to it. There are a few “swash” letters, which you can
access with either the “Swash” feature or “Stylistic Set 17”: ef lꞃtH. Use
these to accent the end of a word or sentence. Some alternative letter-forms can
be accessed with “Stylistic Alternates” or “Stylistic Set 18”: A a C c D d E Ð F
g H I l m n O P p r ꞃ S ſ T Þ þ ƿ. “Stylistic Set 19” changes the standard hyphen
to a double⸗hyphen, and “Stylistic Set 20” turns on just the Capitals from the
“Stylistic Alternates” set. These are especially suitable for use in text (normal
capitals are better for titles and headings). A few ligatures, in addition to the
standard ones, are available as “Historic Ligatures”: na ena oꞃ, and, together with
the “Swash” feature, oꞃ.



Parker Chronicle can position any of its diacritics over any letters, including the
components of ligatures. For example, an e with acute followed by an n should lig-
ature correctly: én. Similarly, a t followed by an awithmacron: t̄a. This feature
does not work in all applications. In Adobe InDesign, for example, characters
with diacritics will not form ligatures. But in the most widely used applica-
tions, including Microsoft Word, diacritics should be correctly positioned over
ligatured characters.

SPECIMENS

Heꞃ cyneƿulf benam ꞅıgebꞃyht hıꞅ ꞃıceꞅ ⁊ ƿeſtſeaxna ƿıotan foꞃ un-
ꞃyhtum dędū buton hamtúnſcıꞃe ⁊ he hæfde þa oþ he ofꞅlog þone
aldoꞃmon þe hı̄ lengeſtƿunode ⁊ hıene þa Cyneƿulf on andꞃed adꞃæfde
⁊ ħ þæꞃ ƿunade oþ þæt hıene án ſƿán ofſtang æt pꞃyfeteꞅflodan ⁊ he
ƿꞃęc þone aldoꞃmon cumbꞃan. ⁊ ymb .xxxı. ƿıntꞃa þæs þe he ꞃıce
hæfde, he ƿolde adꞃæfan anne ęþelıng ꞅe ƿaꞅ cyneheaꞃd haten,⁊ ꞅe
cyneheaꞃd ƿæs þæs ꞅıgebꞃyhteꞅ bꞃoþuꞃ.

BꞃıttanıaOceanı ınꞅula, cuı quondamAlbıonnomenfuıt, ınteꞃꞅepten-
tꞃıonem⁊ occıdentem locataeſt,Geꞃmanıae, Gallıae, Hıꞅpanıae,max-
ımıꞅ Euꞃopae paꞃtıbuꞅ, multo ınteꞃuallo adueꞃꞅa. Quae peꞃ mıl-
ıapaꞅꞅuum .dccc. ın Boꞃeam longa, latıtudınıꞅ habet mılıa .cc.,
exceptıꞅ dumtaxat pꞃolıxıoꞃıbuꞅ dıueꞃꞅoꞃum pꞃomontoꞃıoꞃum
tꞃactıbuꞅ, quıbuꞅ effıcıtuꞃ, ut cıꞃcuıtuꞅ eıuꞅ quadꞃagıeꞅ octıeꞅ
.lxxv. mılıa conpleat.

A ls Gregor Samsa eines Morgens aus unruhigen Träumen erwachte,
fand er sich in seinem Bett zu einem ungeheueren Ungeziefer ver-
wandelt. Er lag auf seinem panzerartig harten Rücken und sah,
wenn er den Kopf ein wenig hob, seinen gewölbten, braunen, von



bogenförmigen Versteifungen geteilten Bauch, auf dessen Höhe sich
die Bettdecke, zum gänzlichen Niedergleiten bereit, kaum noch erhal-
ten konnte. Seine vielen, im Vergleich zu seinem sonstigen Umfang
kläglich dünnen Beine flimmerten ihm hilflos vor den Augen.

I l y avait en Westphalie, dans le château de M. le baron de Thunder-
ten-tronckh, un jeune garçon à qui la nature avait donné les
moeurs les plus douces. Sa physionomie annonçait son âme. Il avait
le jugement assez droit, avec l’esprit le plus simple ; c’est, je crois,
pour cette raison qu’on le nommait Candide. Les anciens domestiques
de la maison soupçonnaient qu’il était fils de la soeur de monsieur
le baron et d’un bon et honnête gentilhomme du voisinage, que cette
demoiselle ne voulut jamais épouser parce qu’il n’avait pu prou-
ver que soixante et onze quartiers, et que le reste de son arbre
généalogique avait été perdu par l’injure du temps.
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